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IELTS Writing Task 2 

Discuss Both Points of View and Give Your Own Opinion 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

 

Write about the following topic 

 

While some people consider global warming to be the most pressing environmental 

problem, others believe that deforestation has a more devastating impact on our world. 

 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion 

 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 

knowledge or experience 

 

Write at least 250 words 

 

It is believed by some that global warming is the greatest threat to our environment while 

others contend that deforestation is more destructive. This essay will elaborate on both 

these positions and explain why over-population is the primary cause of environmental 

issues. 

 

It has been scientifically proven that the Earth’s temperature has increased steadily over a 

relatively short period of time. Global warming has had an adverse effect on the world’s 

climate with an increase in extreme weather conditions such as drought and flooding. 

Furthermore, the polar ice caps are shrinking with has resulted in a rise in sea levels that 

threatens to engulf certain regions. 

 

Deforestation, in addition, has accelerated with huge swathes of natural habitats 

destroyed. For instance, the Amazon rainforest has been reduced in size at a record rate 

over the previous decades. The effect on indigenous animals has been dire with many 

species pushed to the brink of extinction through the loss of their natural habitat. 

 

The negative effects of both trends are significant; however, they are symptoms of the 

root problem which is over-population. The world’s population now stands at 

approximately 8 billion and is projected to increase to 10 billion by 2050.  This rise has 

placed increasing demands on the earth’s natural resources and increased the levels of 

CO2 emissions to an extent that the rise is global temperatures is out of control. 

 

In conclusion, global warming has contributed to life threatening weather conditions and 

the rise in sea levels, while deforestation has contributed to the extinction of several 

species. However, both are the result of the spectacular rise in the world’s population to 

levels that have become unsustainable.      

 

275 words 

 


